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sign and issue subpenas, examine witnesses, and 
require the production of books, records, ac-
counts, memoranda, and papers. Upon refusal by 
any person to appear, testify, or produce books, 
records, accounts, memoranda, and papers in re-
sponse to a subpena, the proper United States 
district court shall have power to compel obedi-
ence thereto. 

(Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 623, § 15, 49 Stat. 735.) 

§ 511o. Separability 

If any provision of this chapter or the applica-
tion thereof to any person or circumstance is 
held invalid, the validity of the remainder of the 
chapter and of the application of such provision 
to other persons and circumstances shall not be 
affected thereby. 

(Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 623, § 16, 49 Stat. 735.) 

§ 511p. Delegation of duties by Secretary of Agri-
culture 

Any duties devolving upon the Secretary of 
Agriculture by virtue of the provisions of this 
chapter may with like force and effect be exe-
cuted by such officer or officers, agent or 
agents, of the Department of Agriculture as the 
Secretary may designate for the purpose. 

(Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 623, § 17, 49 Stat. 735.) 

§ 511q. Short title 

This chapter may be cited as ‘‘The Tobacco In-
spection Act.’’ 

(Aug. 23, 1935, ch. 623, § 18, 49 Stat. 735.) 

§ 511r. Imported tobacco 

(a) Inspection for grade and quality; exception 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law— 
(1) All tobacco offered for importation into 

the United States, except tobacco described in 
paragraph (2), shall be inspected, insofar as 
practicable, for grade and quality as tobacco 
marketed through a warehouse in the United 
States is inspected for grade and quality. 

(2) Cigar tobacco and oriental tobacco (both 
as provided for in chapter 24 of the Har-
monized Tariff Schedule of the United States) 
offered for importation into the United States 
shall be accompanied by a certification by the 
importer, in such form as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture may prescribe, stating the kind and 
type of such tobacco, and, in the case of cigar 
tobacco, that such tobacco will be used solely 
in the manufacture or production of cigars. 

(b) Establishment of grade and quality standards 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall establish 
grade and quality standards for the purposes of 
subsection (a)(1) of this section that are, insofar 
as practicable, the same as those applicable to 
tobacco marketed through a warehouse in the 
United States. 

(c) Certification necessary for excepted tobacco; 
false statements 

Any tobacco described in subsection (a)(2) of 
this section that is not accompanied by the cer-
tification required by that subsection shall not 
be permitted entry into the United States. The 

provisions of section 1001 of title 18 shall be ap-
plicable with respect to any certification made 
by an importer under such subsection. 

(d) Place of inspection; fees and charges 

The Secretary of Agriculture shall enforce the 
provisions of subsection (a) of this section at the 
point of entry of tobacco offered for importation 
into the United States. The Secretary shall by 
regulation fix and collect from the importer fees 
and charges for inspection under subsection 
(a)(1) and subsection (e) of this section which 
shall, as nearly as practicable, cover the costs of 
such services, including the administrative and 
supervisory costs customarily included by the 
Secretary in user fee calculations, and which 
shall be comparable to fees and charges fixed 
and collected for services provided in connection 
with tobacco produced in the United States. The 
fees and charges, when collected, shall be cred-
ited to the current appropriation account that 
incurs the cost and shall be available without 
fiscal year limitation to pay the expenses of the 
Secretary incident to providing services under 
subsection (a)(1) of this section, subsection (e) of 
this section, and subsection (f) of this section. 
Any fees collected, late payment penalties, and 
interest earned shall be credited to the account 
referred to in this section and may be invested 
by the Secretary of Agriculture in insured or 
fully-collateralized interest-bearing accounts or, 
at the discretion of the Secretary of Agri-
culture, by the Secretary of the Treasury in 
United States Government debt instruments. 
Fees and charges, including late payment pen-
alties, and interest earned from the investment 
of such funds shall be credited to the account re-
ferred to in this section. 

(e) Tobacco pesticide residues; certification, etc., 
requirements 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law: 
(1)(A) All flue-cured or burley tobacco of-

fered for importation into the United States 
shall be accompanied by a certification by the 
importer, in such form as the Secretary of Ag-
riculture shall prescribe, that the tobacco does 
not contain any prohibited residue of any pes-
ticide that has been cancelled, suspended, re-
voked, or otherwise prohibited under the Fed-
eral Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide 
Act [7 U.S.C. 136 et seq.]. Any flue-cured or 
burley tobacco that is not accompanied by 
such certification shall be inspected by the 
Secretary at the point of entry to determine 
whether that tobacco meets the pesticide resi-
due requirements. Subsection (d) of this sec-
tion shall apply with respect to fees and 
charges imposed to cover the costs of such in-
spection. 

(B) Any tobacco that is determined by the 
Secretary not to meet the pesticide residue re-
quirements shall not be permitted entry into 
the United States. 

(C) The customs fraud provisions under sec-
tion 1592 of title 19 and criminal fraud provi-
sions under section 1001 of title 18 shall apply 
with respect to the certification requirement 
in subparagraph (A). 

(2) The Secretary shall by regulation provide 
for pesticide residue standards with respect to 
pesticides that are cancelled, suspended, re-
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